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Matthew 8:18-27 

 

WHAT DID WE LEARN LAST WEEK WHEN DEREK TAUGHT US? 
Faith of the Centurian – a gentile – was greater than that of anyone in Israel 

Reaching out to Gentiles 

 

1. READ MATTHEW 8:18-27 

 

Who is Matthew Speaking to:  Jews, Who is Jesus Talking to: His Disciples, Jews 

Where are They ?? Capernaum. – Peter’s Mother-in-Law or in that area.   

 

Fulfillment of Scripture and Assertion of Authority 
One of Matthew’s goals is to reveal to his Jewish readers that Jesus is the fulfillment of the scriptures and the Jewish 

Mesiah.  What in this section supports that? 

 

1. Fulfillment of Scripture 

2. Son  of Man 

3. Pre-eminence over other obligations – even the greatest commandments 

4. Authority over nature 

 

2. READ Matt 8:18 Now when Jesus saw a crowd around Him, He gave orders to depart to the other side of the sea. 

At other times there were crowds and he did not leave. 

What was on the “other Side?”  

Why is he going there? 

 

3. Read: Matt 8:28a 

SEE MAP – Slide 1, 2, 3, 4 - Gadara – SE of the Sea of Gallilee – Part of Decapolis – a Greek City 

Also “Geserenes” 

 

4 & 5 .  JERRY Read: Matthew 4:13, Isaiah 9:2 

 

Is this trip to “the other side” that is referenced here? By going to Galillee of the Gentiles is he further fulfilling 

prophecy?  Seems so., 

 

The Pre-eminence of Christ and the Cost of Discipleship 
6. READ Matthew 8:19-22 
Two people come up to Jesus.  

Who are these two people? 

 

What is a Scribe? 

1. A teacher of the law – a teacher of Torah, a Torah Scholar 

2. copiers of the written word of God – considered a divine work, income source 

3. Judges 

Hillel and Shammai two of the most well known.  Scribes could be Phairsee’s , saducees, or other.  They could also be 

Rabbis.   

What is going through the Scribe’s mind to say this? 

If he is recognized as a scribe, most likely he has already discipled under another Rabbi and is older – possibly around 

40. “Going through High School a second time” 

This would be a humbling experience 

What about the Second Disciple. Is what he is asking unreasonable? 

First off the Father could not have just died, if so the disciple would not have been there.  He would have been 

unclean...  

 

Two options 



 

1. The father had died and the son wanted to go back and “re-bury” him – this was a custom at the time. 

2. More likely, In this time this could mean the Father was near death not actually dead.  In which case the son 

would be going back and waiting possibly years. 

Basically he was saying, I want to follow you, but I have to wait until my life is in order. 

 

What he was wanting to do was a good thing.  According to historic jewish writings many Jews considered 

honoring parents the supreme commandment and burial of one’s parents one of the most important implications of 

that commandment. 

Jos. .Apoin 2.206, 1 macc 2:70) 

 

Recall what Jesus said to the rich young ruler 

This is still true in our times … 

RUN CLIP OF OTHER FAMOUS THEOLOGIAN 

 

LOOK AT JESUS’ RESPONSES 

What jumps out at you?  How about the tone? 

 

Son of Man – a designation Jesus uses of himself.  Only he uses this title.  It is typically used in the Gospels where 

Jesus is asserting his Authority– the representative Man.  Not son of God.  Remember – Jesus is still not totally 

revealing who he is.  His time has not yet come.  

 

Why “Nowhere to lay His Head” – he certainly had places to sleep – i.e. Peter’s house? 

“For the long-term disciple, learning from a rabbi meant considerable traveling. One literally had to follow a rabbi to 

learn from him. There is a rabbinic saying, which supports this picture of the rabbi in the land of Israel: 

Yose ben Yoezer said, "Let your home be a meeting-house for the sages, and cover yourself with the dust of their feet, 

and drink in their words thirstily." 

 

Rabbi’s moved from town to town. 

Typically lived off of the generosity of others. 

It was expected that they would be supported by folks they taught. 

 

Even more so in Jesus’ ministry, due to his radical teaching, they would be less accepted than other Rabbi’s or teachers.  

 

What Jesus was doing was amazing:  1. His teaching, 2. Healing, 3. throngs of followers –BUT it would not be easy  

Gethsamane, Golgatha and the Tomb. 

 

Lets look at some similar passages: 

7. READ LUKE 9:62 

8. JERRY READ LUKE 18:18-25 
 

Do you see any similarities in Jesus’ responses?  What do you think about Jesus’ responses in these passages? 

How does he view Discipleship? 

 

 

9. Read: LUKE 14:25-27; and 14: 33 

 
22

But Jesus said
*
 to him, “Follow Me, and allow the dead to bury their own dead.” 

 

Jesus was saying NO – you follow me NOW, I am more important than even honoring your mother and father. 

 

Again, Look what I am doing: Healing People, Authority of Teaching, soon Authority over the elements 

 

Christ is showing that following him is pre-eminent over even taking care of your parents – which was one of the 

highest callings in Jewish culture of that time.   

 



What does this mean to us.  How does it speak to us today?   

What things in my life do I think I need to take care of before I pursue God??  How have I ordered my life to shut 

God out? 

Prioirites? Time? , Money? Relationships? 

 

 

CALMING OF THE SEA 
 

10. READ MATT 8:23-27 

SLIDES 5 & 6Peter’s Boat – that they unearthed 

What might have been in the Disciples minds?  They memorized these stories from the Torah? 

 

11. READ MARK 4:39-40 
In Matthew it says they are “Amazed”.  In Mark they are “afraid”  AFTER Jesus calms the sea.   

For those that were here, do you remember when we studied this passage in Mark?  If the sea is calm why are they 

afraid? 

 

12. READ JOHAH 1: 4-5; 14-16 

13: READ GENESIS 1:9 
 

Jerry Read: 

Psalm 65:7 Who stills the roaring of the seas, The roaring of their waves, And the tumult of the peoples. 

Psalm 89:9 You rule the swelling of the sea; When its waves rise, You still them. 

Psalm 107:23-30 Those who go down to the sea in ships, Who do business on great waters; 
24

 They have seen the works of the LORD, And His wonders in the deep. 
25

 For He spoke and raised up a stormy wind, Which lifted up the waves of the sea. 
26

 They rose up to the heavens, they went down to the depths; Their soul melted away in their misery. 
27

 They reeled and staggered like a drunken man, And �were at their wits’ end. 
28

 Then they cried to the LORD in their trouble, And He brought them out of their distresses. 
29

 He caused the storm to be still, So that the waves of the sea were hushed. 
30

 Then they were glad because they were quiet, So He guided them to their desired haven. 

 

Why are they NOW so afraid? 

What is Mark trying to unfold for us as to who Jesus is (1st verse in book) 

 

READ MATT 12:41 

 

Messiah AND God (and prophet) 

All the time we go thru this we have to keep this in mind…are they grasping this 

And what of this are they grasping 

 

The Jews really were not seafaring folks other than the fisherman 

The seas represented evil and darkness to them 

Now add to that, what were these men’s professions? 

What was Jesus’ profession? 

 

This is a Kingdom message 

God, thru Jesus, is conquering evil…He is Lord of the seas 

Lord over the darkness, Lord over evil 

The Kingdom is at hand…Jesus assumes the role of The ONE, the agent of God defeating Chaos 

He isn’t a Jonah running away from God in sin 

 

Who do the sailors call on to calm the sea? 

Who does Jesus call on to calm the sea? 

Jesus is so confident, what is He doing? 

What do the disciples say? What is their question? 



 

Are we any different?  We know the stories, we have seen him work in our lives.  Do we believe he is truly God and 

trust in him with our future and security? 

 

… 

 

Deuteronomy 8: I sent you to the be tested, after wandering for 40 years. 

Jesus, 40 days, then tempted 

 

What might have been in the Disciples minds.  They memorized these stories from the Torah. 

 

 

 

 

Why Climb the Mt. to get Beatitudes 

Why send out 72 – same as Exodus  

12 Disciples 

 

 

 

Jesus is the greater moses 

 

Moses calmed the sea – but it took time.   

Jesus did it with a word. 

 

He is the greater Jonah 

He is the greater Elijah 

 

Matthew: 

 

Where does this fall in Matthew’s Gospel: 

 

I. Origins: Genealogy, - Line of Abraham – Jewish Heritage – Promise, David - King 

II. John, Baptism 

III. Temptations – 40 Days – like the Israelites wandering 

IV. Beginning of Ministry  

a. Withdrew to Capernaum – in fulfillment of the Prophet Isaiah 9:1 

On the other side of the Jordon – Galilee of the Gentiles 

- The people who walk in darkness will see a great light – those who live in a dark land, a light will 

shine on them. 

V. Sermon on the Mount – Moses goes up to Mt Sinai to hear from God 

VI. Miracles:   

a. Leper – Able to Make Clean – but submits to the authority of Priests 

b. Centurion – Ability to heal not constrained by location - Omniprescense 

c. Healing of the Many – Demon possession, etc. – Ability to Heal any infirmity – reference back to 

Isaiah 

VII. Discipleship Testing?? 

VIII. Calming of the Sea – Omnipotence – power ascribed only to God. 

a. Prophet Isaiah 9:1 

On the other side of the Jordon – Galilee of the Gentiles 

- The people who walk in darkness will see a great light – those who live in a dark land, a light will 

shine on them. 

b.  

IX. Cast Out Demons 

X. More Miracles 

XI. Sending of the 12 

XII. The Challenge of Discipleship 



 

 

Terms: 
 

Torah – in Jewish thought, there was a written and Oral Torah handed down from Moses: 

 

Written Torah – 1
st
 Five Books of the Bible – Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Deutoronomy and Numbers.   

(Sometimes it also apply’s to all of the O.T., but typically not) 

Oral Torah – additional guidelines that were transmitted orally and grew over time, much like the Laws in the U.S. 

Mishnah – the written record of the Oral Torah.  Rabbi Yehudah haNasi was the first to compile the Oral Torah in 

written form for public use. His work is known as the Mishnah, and was completed in about 200 A.D. 

Avot, the Hebrew word for “fathers,” a tractate of the Mishnah;  This book presents the accumulated tradition of the 

forefathers of Israel, and begins with these words, which show how the Oral Torah developed 

Gemara - a commentary on the Mishnah;  included other collections of the Oral Torah that were not included in the 

Mishnah 

Talmud  - A collective printing of both the Mishnah and the Gemara.  

 

 

What is 

 

 

When you agree to follow a “Rabbi –  

 

It was against the Oral Torah to pay for teaching. 

 

Nazarite – couldn’t touch a dead person 

 

Scoops honey out of a Bear 

Disregard of the vows. - Samson 

 

Samuel was a Nazarite 

 

Don’t touch grape, don’t be around dead people. 

 

No evidence Jesus ever broke the written or Oral Torah. 

 

 

Disciples 

 

 

Who: 

1. Jesus 

2. Disciples 

3. Scribe – Teacher of the Torah – also a Disciple? 

4. Crowds 

 

What: Crowd gathers and Jesus gave orders to depart to “the other side 

 


